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‘Performance politics’ in Scottish elections 

Why did the SNP win narrowly in 2007? 

•  Competence:   SNP > Lab 
•  Image:    SNP > Lab 
•  Leadership:   SNP > Lab 
•  Scottish interests:  SNP > Lab 

Why did the SNP win handsomely in 2011? 
•  Competence:   SNP > Lab 
•  Image:    SNP > Lab 
•  Leadership:   SNP > Lab 
•  Scottish interests:  SNP > Lab 



Why does ‘performance politics’ 
win Scottish elections? 

Four key aspects of context: 

1.  The Scottish Parliament matters 

2.  Class and party dealignment 

3.  Ideological convergence 

4.  Reshaping of the constitutional issue 



Context 1 – the Scottish Parliament matters 
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Context 1 – the Scottish Parliament matters 
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Context 2 - dealignment 

Q: “Do you usually think of yourself as being a 
supporter of one particular party?” 

–  44% said ‘No’ 
–  Many saying ‘Yes’ then abstained or defected 



Context 3 – ideological convergence  



Context 3 – ideological convergence  
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Context 4 – the constitutional issue 

Q: “How do you think the return of an SNP minority 
government would affect the likelihood of 
independence?” 



Context 4 – the constitutional issue 
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Context 4 – the constitutional issue 
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Overall performance evaluations 



Specific issue evaluations 

Q: “Since the last election to the Scottish Parliament in 
2007, would you say that the standard of ______ in 
Scotland has increased or fallen?” 



Who gets credit, who gets blame? 
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Party image 
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Campaign evaluations 
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Leader evaluations 
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Scottish interests: general 
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Scottish interests: specific 

Q: “Thinking now of the parties in Scotland, how 
effective do you think each would be at managing the 
impact of cuts from Westminster?” 



Factors significantly predicting SNP vote 
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